
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Industrial Development Conference 

  
March 19-20, 2026  

 
 Thomson House 

3650 Rue McTavish, Montreal, QC H3A 1X9 
 
 

Organizers: Francesco Amodio and Markus Poschke (McGill University) 
 
 

Day 1 – Thursday, March 19, 2026 
 
 
09.00-09.30  Registration & Introduction 
 
09.30-10.30 Luis Felipe Sáenz, University of South Carolina 

The Global Industrial Revolution 
 
10.30-11.00 Coffee Break 
 
11.00-12.00 Tristan Reed, World Bank 

Industrial Policy for Development 
 
12.00-13.00 Lunch 
 
13.00-14.00 Gustavo de Souza, Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago 

Artificial Intelligence in the Office and the Factory: Evidence from Administrative Software 
Registry Data 

 
14.00-15.00 Hanwei Huang, City University of Hong Kong 

Evading the Ban: Smuggling, Pollution, and the Welfare Effects of China’s Waste Import 
Restrictions 

 
15.00-15.30 Coffee Break 
 
15.30-16.30 Jaedo Choi, University of Texas at Austin 

The Dynamics of Technology Transfer: Multinational Investment in China and Rising 
Global Competition 

 
16.30-17.30 Rodimiro Rodrigo, George Washington School of Business 

Who Gets the Inventors? Subsidized Innovation Credit and Talent Mobility 
 
 
19:00   Conference Dinner (by invitation only) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Day 2 – Friday, March 20, 2026 
 
 
9.00-10.00 Marco Sanfilippo, University of Turin & Collegio Carlo Alberto 

FDI, Forward Linkages, and Services Inputs 
 
10.00-11.00 Matthew Schwartzman, University of Michigan 

From Street Markets to Shopping Malls: The Modern Service Multiplier 
 
11.00-11.30 Coffee Break 
 
11.30-12.30 Verena Wiedemann, International Finance Corporation 

Growing Services: Firm Dynamics Beyond the City 
 

12.30-13.30 Lunch 
 
 
 
14.30-15.30 Keynote Address 
   

Margaret McMillan – Neary Family Professor of International Relations and Economics 
at Tufts University 
 
 “Industrial Policy: Foundations, Embeddedness, and Experimentation” 
 

 
15.30-16.30 Public Discussion 
 

Joining the Conversation: 

• Rohinton P. Medhora – Professor of Practice at the Institute for the Study of 
International Development at McGill University and former president of the Centre for 
International Governance Innovation 

• Francesco Amodio – Associate Professor of Economics and International 
Development at McGill University 

 
16.30-17.30 Reception 
 
 
 


